
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

“My Silent Night” celebrates its premiere on 24.11.2018: 

Both a moving piece and a contemporary Christmas tale  
 
Following preliminary research in the last year, the American creative team 
around Oscar-nominated film composer John Debney, scriptwriter Hannah 
Friedman and songwriter Siedah Garret returned to Salzburg in May 2018. 
The new musical play “My Silent Night” is slowly beginning to take shape. 
The first workshop-style rehearsals have taken place together with director 
Andreas Gergen from the Salzburg State Theatre. The key rehearsal phase is 
set to begin in mid-October. After the world premiere on 24 November 2018, 
the piece will be presented at Salzburg’s Felsenreitschule Theatre eleven 
times until Christmas. Tickets are still available.  
 
“My Silent Night” is the title of the new theatre piece that audiences will be able to 
experience at Salzburg’s legendary Felsenreitschule Theatre from November 2018 
on the occasion of the 200-year anniversary of the Christmas song “Silent Night”. 
The project was initiated by Leo Bauernberger, General Manager of 
SalzburgerLand Tourism GmbH, whilst it was initiated by Carl Philip von 
Maldeghem, Director of the Salzburg State Theatre, who was immediately won 
over by the idea. The lead roles include, among others, Milica Jovanovic (musical 
play “The Sound of Music”) as Elisabeth, Dominik Hees (TV series “Danni 
Lowinski”) as Justin, Bettina Münch (“Elvita”) as the Baroness and Pavel Fieber 
(“My Fair Lady”) as Grandfather Kurt.  
 
Finding fortune  
What is fortune? How do we find it? Are dreams worth it? What if we are wasting 
our talents? The musical play “My Silent Night” revolves around these and other 
questions: It sees itself as a contemporary Christmas tale, based on a story that is 
celebrating its 200-year anniversary in 2018: the first performance of “Silent Night” 
in Oberndorf near Salzburg. Although Joseph Mohr and Franz Xaver Gruber aren’t 
actually featured in the piece themselves, it does explore several of the issues that 
they dealt with. Just as Joseph Mohr was discriminated against because he was 
born out of wedlock, many refugees, homeless people, transsexuals and 
dissenting thinkers find themselves cast out by society. And just like the towns and 
villages longed for peace after the end of the Napoleonic Wars, people today yearn 
for fraternity, community and solidarity. Much has changed, much has remained 
the same.  
 
A piece between tradition and innovation  
Scriptwriter Hannah Friedman has quite consciously decided to tackle 
contemporary issues and look for parallels to the creation story of “Silent Night”. 
And she’s managed to find them, too. “The idea of balancing tradition and 
innovation has fascinated me. What it takes is visionaries like Joseph Mohr, who 
dared to try out new things. This is a theme that will always remain the same, even 
if the world changes,” says the 31-year-old from New York. “We are not trying to 
tell an Austrian story but a universal one. It’s an outsider’s perspective on a country 
with a fascinating history and of incredible beauty. However, I also want the piece 
to illustrate how important it is to remain open to new things and to believe in one’s 
vision.”   



 

 

 
 
 
A glamorous story 
Though the piece begins in America, there is a change of scenery as the story 
unfolds. The protagonist Justin leaves his family in their hectic home just as the 
Christmas festivities are about to begin, as he doesn’t feel like he belongs to his 
family but rather alone and lonely. He comes to Salzburg: This is also where 
Elisabeth is from, whom he had met many years ago as an exchange student. But 
he also hopes to be able to practice his talents and his passion for music in 
Salzburg. 
The piece is staged elaborately and is as glamorous as it as emotional: The 
Salzburg State Theatre’s ensemble for “My Silent Night” includes around 100 
collaborators. Orchestra duties are performed by the renowned Mozarteum 
Orchestra Salzburg. The children that have been cast in the piece play a special 
role as well, as is tradition in Salzburg. They come together to form a colourful 
bunch and become a band that seems to reflect society’s diversity. Songwriter 
Siedah Garret (“I just can’t stop loving you”) has written a rap for every single part. 
She was moved to tears during the rehearsals. John Debney (“Sin City”, “Ice Age”) 
had a similar experience. He also shed tears when he heard the protagonists play 
and sing their first scenes.   
 
Music as a tool for bringing people together  
“Joseph Mohr and Franz Xaver Gruber used music to express their feelings. 
However, they were also quite conscious of the ability of music to bring people 
together,” says Hannah Friedmann. “The message of “Silent Night” is universal 
and has stood the test of time. I hope that audiences will have a similar experience: 
I would be very happy if people left the Felsenreitschule Theatre in Salzburg feeling 
connected to the rest of humanity and the whole world.”  
 
Tickets and dates for “My Silent Night” 
 
Sat, 24.11.2018, 19:00 (premiere) sold out! 
Thu, 29.11.2018, 20:00 
Sat, 01.12.2018, 19:00 
Tue, 04.12.2018, 20:00 
Thu, 06.12.2018, 20:00 
Fri, 07.12.2018, 20:00 
Sun, 09.12.2018, 15:00 
Wed, 12.12.2018, 20:00 
Thu, 13.12.2018, 20:00 
Sat, 15.12.2018, 19:00 
Sun, 16.12.2018, 15:00 
Tue, 18.12.2018, 20:00 
 
Tickets are still available for all dates (except premiere). Ticket prices range from 
8 euro to 85 euro.  
www.salzbuger-landestheater.at  
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