
 

                                  
 

Hallein positions itself as “City of Franz Xaver Gruber” far beyond 

Anniversary Year 2018  
 
The Authentic Hallein of Franz Xaver Gruber 
 

No other Christmas song is sung by so many people and in so many languages as “Silent Night”. 
The song was first performed in 1818 in Oberndorf near Salzburg, and was composed by Franz Xa-
ver Gruber. Fans of the song, wishing to learn more about the story behind its creation as well as 
life of the composer himself, have the perfect opportunity to do just that here in Hallein. As of au-
tumn 2018, Silent Night Museum Hallein will proudly represent the heart & soul of the entire Silent 
Night District, which has been designed to be fully handicapped-accessible. In years to come, Hal-
lein will continue to position itself as the “City of Franz Xaver Gruber”: offering a year-round, au-
thentic spectrum of powerful experiences that do true justice to the composer, his work and his 
time.  
 
For 28 years, Franz Xaver Gruber (1787 – 1863) lived with his family in Hallein: The composer of what 
would become the world’s most beloved Christmas song, “Silent Night”, was active as a choirmaster, or-
ganist of the parish church and as the administrator of a charitable foundation, in this city which is so 
closely tied to the natural resource upon which Salzburg’s wealth was founded, salt. It was also here that 
he found his final resting place. In Hallein, he composed numerous works, including the “Hallein Edition” of 
“Silent Night”, along with over 90 masses. The “Halleiner Liedertafel 1849” is a choral society which he es-
tablished together with his son, Franz, and which continues to exist to this day.  
 
In the footsteps of the song’s composer, Franz Xaver Gruber 
Around 2 million people worldwide sing the song “Silent Night” at Christmas time. It is appropriate, then, 
that on the occasion of the song’s 200-year anniversary, the man who composed it, Franz Xaver Gruber, 
should also be the focus of our interest and attention”, explains Dr. Eveline Sampl-Schiestl, a city council-
woman responsible for overseeing cultural matters within the City of Hallein. “In a collaborative effort be-
tween the City of Hallein, Silent Night Museum Hallein, Hallein Parish and transregional partners such as 
ARGE Stille Nacht Land Salzburg, the Silent Night Society, SalzburgerLand and Stille Nacht GmbH, we 
have decided to take a comprehensive, contemporary approach to the theme, though with great sensitivity, 
making it readily accessible for visitors from around the globe to appreciate. Not just during the Christmas 
season, but throughout the year.”  
The fact that Franz Xaver Gruber, his life and his works have already sparked year-round interest is clearly 
evident from the numbers of visitors that Silent Night Museum Hallein has welcomed in years past. In fact, 
experience has shown us that, during the main travel month of August, similar numbers of people visit the 
museum as they do in December. In future, by expanding the museum and increasing the offers, whilst in-
corporating various musical, historical and culinary aspects, the intention is to appeal to an even broader 
and more international public.  
 
Gruber’s estate and a treasure trove of original documents 
Hallein itself has been aptly nicknamed the “city of originals”, boasting the most extensive archive on the 
planet relating to “Silent Night”. Some of these documents are amongst the most important resources per-
taining to the creation and dissemination of the song. “Hallein is the proud home of an incredibly extensive 
Silent Night archive, featuring exceptional and quite unique documents such as Silent Night Autographs II, 
IV and V, the “Authentische Veranlassung”, Gruber’s diaries, music inventories, letters, portraits as well as 
Mohr’s guitar. But there are also numerous original locations in the city, which can be explored either alone 
or as part of guided theme tours”, explains Florian Knopp, director both of Celtic Museum Hallein and Silent 



 
Night Museum Hallein. “Franz Xaver Gruber’s life was punctuated by private upheavals, but also political 
and economic events, events which are reflected both in his biography and in written sources.” 
 
“Silent Night” -  a top tourism theme   
The opening of the new, accessible Silent Night Museum Hallein in September 2018 represents the begin-
ning of a five-year plan, a plan which also comprises an array of other tourism strategies for Hallein. “Hal-
lein and SalzburgerLand look back on a very storied history, parts of which can be recounted wonderfully 
with the help of Franz Xaver Gruber himself”, explains Franz Pölzleitner, Executive Director of Tennengau 
Regional Tourist Office. “Anniversary Year 2018 represents the official kickoff of exciting new tourism en-
deavors in Hallein. The goal, however, is clearly to position Hallein as the “City of Franz Xaver Gruber” and 
to allow tourists to experience the “Silent Night” theme year-round. In future, this is certain to become one 
of the most important tourism themes in all of Salzburg Province.” 
 
Hallein’s cultural history, minus the kitsch  
“Some of our tourism strategies are still in the planning phase. We have authentic experiences in mind that 
will be far removed from any hint of kitsch, and equally likely to appeal to international guests, locals, stu-
dents and school children alike”, states Florian Knopp. 
Theme tours of the city led by actors in historical costumes in the role of Gruber himself, music hikes, talks 
and discussions with experts are all being planned, as is a year-round concert series with a focus on organ 
concerts and guitar music from the 19th century. Yet another special highlight will be the so-called “Casino 
Evenings”, very much as they might have taken place in Gruber’s time: At these convivial get-togethers, 
history will meet music and cuisine. Special focus is being given to the development of a program aimed 
squarely at children and youth.  
 
Franz Xaver Gruber’s life and work as a mirror of his time  
Franz Xaver Gruber grew up in impoverished conditions, the son of a linen weaver in the Innviertel Region 
of Upper Austria. His childhood was impacted by the military occupations and aftereffects of the Napoleonic 
Wars. Against his father’s wishes, Gruber learned to play the organ, with his teacher, Andreas Peterlech-
ner, providing him with immense support in his endeavors. He took his teacher’s examination in Ried im 
Innkreis and was given his first teaching position in 1807 in Arnsdorf, close to Oberndorf, where he also 
served as sexton and organist.  
When Franz Xaver Gruber came to Hallein with his family in 1835, he found himself in a rundown, unap-
pealing town: Whilst Hallein was the second-largest city in the province, with around 3500 inhabitants, the 
population had actually almost halved due to the economic decline of Salzburg which had begun with its 
secularization back in 1803: As a consequence of the Treaty of Munich, from 1816 until 1850 Salzburg was 
merely a district subordinate to the province of “Austria above the Enns”. Salt production in Hallein was in 
decline, and there was simply not enough work to go around: Hallein had become just one salt-production 
point amongst many.  
Poverty held sway over the community: The winter of 1847/49 saw a famine, and even horsemeat was per-
mitted as a source of food. The revolution of 1848/49 gave expression to the people’s discontent in the face 
of tutelage and censorship: Demands for a civil constitution grew louder. 1848 saw passage of the “Provi-
sorisches Gemeindegesetz” and the introduction of census suffrage, voting rights being dependent on fi-
nancial means and tax status. The devastating circumstances of that time were also reflected in high child 
mortality: In 1850, 3 out of 10 newborn children died before reaching their fifth birthday.  
Only when Salzburg became a Crown Land in its own right in 1850, did Hallein experience an upswing:  
1854/62 saw the long overdue construction of a new saltworks on the Pernerinsel, which in turn created 
new employment opportunities. Yet, it was not until after the death of Gruber that Hallein finally enjoyed a 
significant social and economic recovery.  
 
 
Further Information: 
 
Silent Night Museum Hallein 
Florian Knopp 
Franz-Xaver-Gruber-Platz 1 
5400 Hallein 
Tel. +43 6245 80783 
Email: keltenmuseum@keltenmuseum.at 
www.stillenachthallein.at 

mailto:keltenmuseum@keltenmuseum.at


 
The most important facts and figures about the life and work of Franz Xaver Gruber in Hallein: 
 
1819 First documented visit of Franz Xaver Gruber in Hallein. On 28 July, Gruber visits the mine and 

writes his name in the visitors’ book at the saltworks.  
 
1835 Franz Xaver Gruber, his wife Maria and their children Elisabeth, Amalie and Franz move from 

Berndorf to Hallein. He enters employment as choirmaster, organist of the parish church and ad-
ministrator of a charitable foundation. 4 musicians work under Gruber. His responsibilities include 
playing the organ at all masses and other ceremonial occasions, building and directing the church 
choir, as well as collecting and managing foundation funds. Gruber’s employer is the church and, 
until 1838, the city itself, until the latter decides to cut the position of “Türmermeister”, transferring 
some of the musical duties to the choirmaster. The choirmaster is paid by the church exclusively. 

 
1836 On 12 December, Franz Xaver Gruber composes the so-called Hallein Arrangement of “Silent 

Night”, which, from that point on, he always performs at Hallein Parish Church on 24 December. 
 
1840 Birth of his youngest son, Felix, on 18 May in Hallein. Of Gruber’s three children born in Hallein, 

only Felix reaches adulthood.  
 
1841 Gruber’s second wife, Maria, dies. 
 
1842 Franz Xaver Gruber enters his third marriage, this time with the widow of a shoemaker, Katharina 

Rieser (widowed name “Wimmer”) from Böckstein, a good friend of his deceased wife, Maria.  
 
1845 It is in this year that Gruber composes his so-called “Horn Arrangement” of “Silent Night”, which is 

generally regarded as Gruber’s most mature version.  
 
1848 Pastor Joseph Mohr, the man who penned the words to “Silent Night”, passes away in Wagrain. 

Mohr and Gruber had been friends since the time they shared together in Oberndorf from 1816 to 
1818. Mohr is documented to have visited Gruber in Hallein on several occasions.  

 
1849 Founding of the Halleiner Liedertafel (together with his son, Franz). 
 
1854 On December 30, 1854, Franz Xaver Gruber writes the so-called “Authentische Veranlassung”, 

a document in which he confirms his authorship of the Christmas song “Silent Night”, attaching to 
this a manuscript of the song itself. In the same year, and at his own request, Gruber becomes a 
citizen of the City of Hallein.  

 
1855 The latest version of “Silent Night” by Gruber is created. This version, known as Autograph VII, is 

given to Salzburg Museum by his son, Franz, as a gift in the year of the composer’s death. 
 
1863 Gruber becomes infirm and passes away on 7 June at the age of 75. He lived long enough to ex-

perience the initial success of his song “Silent Night” and is regarded as the most respected mem-
ber of Hallein society at the time of his death. Franz Xaver Gruber is laid to rest in the old ceme-
tery next to the parish church, right in front of the house where he had lived in Hallein. His son, Fe-
lix, succeeds him as choirmaster.  

 
 
Descendants of Franz Xaver Gruber and Silent Night Memorials in Hallein: 
 
1873 Katharina, Gruber’s third and last wife, dies and is interred in the old cemetery by the parish 

church.  
 
1880 The old cemetery is closed and Gruber’s grave disappears. 
1884 Gruber’s son Felix dies on 11 January at just 44 years of age. As long as he had remained choir-

master, the family was eligible to use the apartment in the choirmaster’s and sexton’s house. How-
ever, with the death of Felix, the family now has to move out.  

 



 
1896 On 7 June, the anniversary of Gruber’s death, the citizens of Hallein dedicate a memorial plaque 

in his memory, which is installed on his former residence.  
 
1904 Grandson Felix Gruber (1882 – 1940) becomes director of the “Halleiner Liedertafel”. 
 
1923 Beginning in this year, at the instigation of choir director and grandchild Felix Gruber, the Halleiner 

Liedertafel performs the version of the song with guitar accompaniment at the gravesite of the 
composer every December 24. To commemorate this occasion, a memorial stone is erected.  

 
1930 At the 700-year anniversary of the City of Hallein, grandson Felix Gruber portrays his grandfather 

on a parade float during the festivities.  
 
1934 Grandson Felix Gruber is proclaimed an honorary citizen of the City of Hallein. The illustrations 

on the certificate document the fact that, at this time, the square in front of the city cinema was ac-
tually named Gruber-Platz. In the same year, teachers from Los Angeles (California) dedicate a 
memorial plaque to the creator of that immortal message of peace and goodwill, also installed at 
Gruber’s former home. 

 
1936 Creation of the Franz Xaver Gruber Commemorative Grave in front of the Gruber House. 

Gruber lived with his family in this former sexton’s and choirmaster’s house for 28 years. 
 
1940 Gruber’s grandson Felix, a resident of Hallein at the time, dies. Pursuant to an agreement contin-

gent upon his employment as city registrar, the extensive estate of his grandfather passes to the 
City of Hallein. In order to protect the collection, this estate is hidden away in a mine tunnel during 
the Second World War.  

 
1947/48 The widow of the grandson dies: One year later, Gruber’s estate is brought out of the mine. How-

ever, due to lack of space it is kept packed up in crates. Since that time, no one has been able to 
find the crèche, which Franz Xaver Gruber and wife Katharina had built themselves. Only a photo 
still exists of it.  

 
1952 A separate area of the new City Museum in the Griestor, the last city gate of Hallein still stand-

ing, is dedicated to “Silent Night”. 
 
1963 On the 100th anniversary of Franz Xaver Gruber’s death, the organ in the parish church is re-

stored, with a casing added bearing the inscription “Gruber Organ”.  
 
1968 On the 150th anniversary of Silent Night, the square located between the parish church and the 

house where the choirmaster had formerly lived and worked, is renamed Franz-Xaver-Gruber-
Platz.  

 
1993 Silent Night Museum Hallein is established on the second floor of the former choirmaster’s and 

sexton’s house.  
 
2002 The museum in the Gruber House is expanded with the addition of exhibition and archive 

rooms. 
 
2017 The newly remodeled Franz-Xaver-Gruber-Platz is dedicated on November 25, the 230th birthday 

of the composer as well as the name day of his third wife, Katharina. 
 
2018 Silent Night Museum Hallein is opened on September 29, 2018 in a ceremony which is part of 

the provincial exhibition “200 Years of Silent Night”, at the same time as a special exhibition “SI-
LENT NIGHT 200 – History.Message.Present.” at Salzburg Museum.  

 
 November 25, 2018 will also see the official dedication of the “Gruber Organ” in Hallein parish 

church. During his lifetime, Franz Xaver Gruber worked tirelessly to get the organ restored and 
personally arranged for two major repairs. Now, the casing is being restored and the organ pipes 
replaced, bringing renewed vibrancy to the organ in honor of this special anniversary.  


